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A RESEARCH DEGREE


How to complete your research proposal

You should complete and submit your research proposal using the research proposal template. You should aim to complete the template using clear and concise language. A well-written proposal will increase your chances of being successful. Time spent developing your proposal is an important investment in your potential future research. The expected wordcount of your completed proposal is approximately 1500 words.

Your research proposal is an opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of, enthusiasm for, and ability to carry out, your chosen research. It should describe why the research you plan to conduct is original, important, and feasible. For PhD study, it is particularly important that your research creates new knowledge and builds on an existing body of knowledge. If there are important benefits of your research, you should describe who (e.g. certain communities, areas of business/industry, healthcare, etc.) will be impacted by the outcomes of your research and why.

Some aspects to consider as you complete the four sections of your proposal are as follows.

Aims of the proposed research
In this section, you should briefly describe your research topic area. What do you plan to study and why? What are the main aims and questions that will guide your research? This section is an opportunity to demonstrate your enthusiasm for your proposed research area, as well as your understanding of research practice.

Proposed literature review
In this section, you should briefly summarise the existing body of work that your research will build on. What are the main works and/or authors you plan to draw on? What is your understanding of the current ‘state of the art’ in your chosen area of research? Are there current areas of policy or practice that your research will contribute to? What are the areas of further reading that you will focus on as you further plan your research? This section is an opportunity to demonstrate a foundational knowledge and understanding of your chosen topic area, as well as your potential to build on existing knowledge. You should use a consistent academic referencing style when completing this section.

Methodology
In this section, you should describe how you plan to carry out your research. What methodology and techniques have you chosen, and why have you chosen these? What is your proposed timeline? Are there any potential issues or limitations that you anticipate? Will you need access to particular resources, locations, communities, etc. to carry out your research? What potential ethical considerations have you identified and how will you resolve these? This section is an opportunity to demonstrate your familiarity with approaches to research in your area of study, as well as your skills in project management.
Contribution to knowledge
In this section, you should explain the importance of your proposed research. How will your study create ‘new’, ‘original’ and ‘significant’ knowledge? Why is this research important and why is now the right time to conduct it? How will your research contribute to existing research and/or benefit society? What impact do you anticipate your research will make? This is an opportunity to demonstrate that your proposed research is at the level required for a PhD, and that it is worthwhile and timely.


Preparing a personal statement

Your research proposal must be accompanied by a personal statement of at between 300 and 500 words. You should complete and submit this using the personal statement template.

A personal statement is an opportunity to tell the assessing panel more about you, your professional identity, and your experience. It should explain your reasons for wanting to do a PhD and demonstrate that you have the potential to be an excellent researcher. What are the unique capabilities and experiences that you will bring to this research?

As well as discussing why you are the right person to carry out this research, you may want to highlight how doing a PhD will benefit you, personally and professionally. If you have further career plans beyond doing a PhD, this is an opportunity to convey them.


What to include in a training needs analysis

Your application must include a training needs analysis. You should complete and submit this using the research training template. The expected wordcount of your completed research training document is between 300 and 500 words.

In a training needs analysis, you should reflect on the skills and experiences you have that will support you to be successful at PhD level and with the specific research you plan to carry out. These skills and experiences might come from your previous undergraduate or taught postgraduate study, your professional experiences, voluntary work, or training, for example. You might also reflect on how you will develop yourself further in these areas through the course of your PhD.

Some aspects to consider as you complete the four sections of the document are as follows.

Research skills and project management
Undertaking a PhD requires you to be skilled in research practice and project management. What training have you received in essential research skills such as project management, research methodology and monitoring/reflecting on research progress?  If you have not received any training, you could give examples from your previous study or experience where you have developed these skills.
Academic writing and communication
Being able to communicate your research to academic and non-academic audiences is an important part of being PhD researcher. What training have you received in academic writing and communication? If you have not received training, you could give examples from your previous study or experience where you have developed these skills.

Independent working
Throughout the course of your PhD, you will be expected to work with increasing levels of independence and develop a good professional relationship with your supervisor. How would you rate your ability to work independently?  What role would you expect your supervisor to play in your research project?

Standards and ethics
Upholding the highest standards of conduct and ethics are important at all stages of a research career. What standards of conduct in research do you think are most important? Are there ethical issues in your project?
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